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to be closely pursued by the army of Mack, on becoming . aware of the capitulation of that army did not feel himself strong enough to resist Napoleon single handed. Not caring to risk his troops for the defence of the town of Vienna, he decided to put the Danube between himself and the conqueror, and so crossed the river at Krems, burning the bridge behind him. Hardly had he arrived on the left bank with his whole army than he fell in with the scouts of Gazan's division, which was marching from Diirrenstein on Krems, Marshal Mortier at its head. On learning that an isolated French corps existed on the left bank, Kutusoff resolved to crush it. With this view he attacked it in front, on the narrow high road which runs along the Danube, while his light troops, crowning the scarped heights which command the Danube, were to occupy Diirrenstein, and thus cut off Gazan's retreat. The position of the division at that moment was the more critical that the greater part of the flotilla was staying behind, and there were only two small vessels, which offered no facility for bringing reinforcements from the right bank. Thus attacked in front, in rear, and on one flank, by an enemy six times more numerous, shut in moreover between steep rocks occupied by the Russians, and the deep Danube, the French soldiers, crowded as they were on a narrow causeway, were not for one moment demoralised. Marshal Mortier set them a noble example, for the suggestion having been made that he should take advantage of a boat to cross over to the right bank, where he would be safe in the midst of the Grand Army, and thus avoid giving the Russians the glory of capturing a marshal, he replied that he would die with his soldiers or with them pass over the bodies of the Russians. A sanguinary combat with the bayonet ensued, 5,000 French opposed to 30,000 Russians ; the horrors of night were added to those of the struggle. Gazan's division in close column managed to regain Diirrenstein at the moment when Dupont's division, which had remained behind opposite Molk, alarmed by the sound of the cannon, was hastening to its support. The field of battl6 remained in the possession of the French. In this hand-to-hand fight, where the bayonet
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